
 

Minutes from the meeting of Miserden Parish Council 
Held Tuesday, January 28, 2025 in Whiteway Colony Hall at 6pm. 

Present: Chairman Cllr Kevin Allin, Vice-Chairman Cllr Tim Shields,  
Cllr Laura Cobb, Cllr Vanessa Price. 
Apologies: Cllr Martin Ractliffe, GCC Cllr Sue Williams 
In attendance: Gwen Durland (as Clerk/RFO), Cotswold Countryside Warden Nick Mann,  
and one member of the public.  

83/25/1.1 18:00 - Chairman Allin welcomed all in attendance. 
 

84/25/1.2 Attendance book signed and apologies accepted. 
 

85/25/1.3 No declarations of interest were made.  
The council found this a source of assurance. 
 

86/25/1.4 Minutes from the December 2024 meeting were approved as written. 
The council found this a source of assurance. 
Action: Clerk to post approved minutes on website. 
 

87/25/1.5 Wishanger Lane resident M. Browne was in attendance and gave an update on the diversion traffic 
problems he continues to deal with. Despite the promise from GCC Highways manager Yakub Mulla 
that diversion traffic will be re-routed away from the stretch of Wishanger Lane where Mr Browne 
lives, Mr Browne reported an increase in traffic diversions and concluded the contracted workers are 
not receiving the message from Highways, or the Highways Street crew were possibly disregarding 
management. He has also noted an overall increase in normal traffic, with delivery vans and lorries 
being the most problematic as smaller vehicles must pull over onto his property to enable them to 
pass. This is happening despite the cones and postulates even with the black and white posts to be 
installed in April, this will continue to be a problem leading to collapse of the dry-stone wall. 
Mr Browne brought forward the suggestion that the road be re-classified as a B road, which will then 
prevent navigation software from guiding lorries and delivery vans down this stretch of road, possibly 
then giving the dry-stone wall a chance at survival.  
The council noted that not only is Mr Browne’s property an issue, but the safety of motorists being 
forced upon the top of the ground-level wall unawares could lead to injury and potential fatalities. 
Action: Cllr Allin to keep in touch with Yakub Mulla. All council members to keep an eye on 
Wishanger Lane during the week and to assist Mr Browne in dealing with additional issues as 
necessary.  
The council found this a source of information 

88/25/1.6 Report from GCC Councillor Sue Williams 
GCC Cllr Sue Willliams to send updates via e-mail in early February. 
Chairman Allin to meet speak to Cllr Williams the following day and will report back any findings 
regarding ongoing issues. 
The council found this a source of assurance. 
Action: GD to post GCC Cllr Williams’ report to MPC website once received 

89/25/1.7 Report from Cotswold Countryside Warden Nick Mann 
Warden Mann reported receipt of email from Highways Public Rights of Way (PROW) team regarding 
two trees down in Caudle Green. Warden Mann liaised with foresters for their removal. 
Warden Mann to give update on Miserden Estate public footpaths at February meeting. 
The council found this a source of information and assurance. 

  



90/25/1.8 Road Safety update 
Cllrs Allin & Shields proposed an idea to contact the head teacher of Miserden C of E Primary School 
and suggest a school-wide campaign to assist in road safety, and to remind parents and those visiting 
the neighbouring post office to stop parking on zig-zag lines. 
It was thought if the children made posters and signs (similar to those throughout the village of 
Bisley) reminding motorists to ‘slow down, keep our village safe’, ‘please do not park on our zig zags’ 
etc. it would be a reminder to parents and locals that speeding and safe parking habits are for the 
benefit of children. 
The council voiced agreeable comments to the plan and found this a source of assurance. 
Action: Cllr Allin to meet with current head teacher of Miserden primary school 

91/25/1.9 Road Safety Fundraiser 
It was decided that based on the figure of ca. £600+ for hire of the Village Hall field, the previous 
plan of a vintage car show fundraiser could not go ahead. It was also noted that with the new 
budget, there would be funds available for road safety implementations within the next fiscal year. 
It was further decided that council and staff efforts should go to VE Day 80 celebrations to be 
planned in conjunction with Miserden C of E Primary school and community members. 
The council found this to be a source of information and assurance. 
Action: GD to contact head teacher at primary school to gauge interest in VE Day 80 involvement. 

 
92/25/1.10 Financial Officer’s Report 

A. 2025-2026 Budget submission 
1. RFO Gwen Durland presented draft budget for approval.  

Council approved budget. 
B. 2025-2026 Precept brought forward for approval. 

1.  Council voted unanimously to submit request of £12,696 for fiscal year 2025-2026. 
i. Tax base (D) of £198.44 (as reported by SDC) 

ii. Band D charge £63.98 (calculated by SDC) an increase of 2.75% on prior year 
(£62.27) 

C. Finances: 
 

January Income   £0.00 
January Payments & 
Expenditures  

Dir Debit 
Dir Debit 
 
500883 
500884 
 
500886 
500887 
 
 
 
 
 
500888 

CPRE 
Scribe Accounts  
annual subscription 
SLCC annual membership (half 
pmt) 
G Durland- MS 365 annual 
subscription reimbursement 
G Durland- back pay 1/4/24-
31/1/25 
G Durland- Clerk salary January 

total outgoings 
 
 
GAPTC – cheque re-issue for 
2023-2024 internal audit 
*(replaces cheque 500867) 

£5.00 
£328.32 
 
£56.00 
 
£59.99 
 

 
 

 
£1525.63 
 
 
£180* 

Balances: 
Cooperative Bank Current 
Account 

 

£9669.44 

  

Cooperative Bank Reserves £5220.85   
 
Action: RFO to post approved budget on MPC website. 

  



93/25/1.11 Clerk’s Report 
1. GAPTC sent a set of model responses to the ‘Strengthening the standards and conduct 

framework consultation’ - sector survey to help inform its response to the national govt 
consultation: 

a. https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/strengthening-the-standards-and-
conduct-framework-for-local-authorities-in-england/  

b. The council submitted its response in line with GAPTC. 
2. The Clerk reported that she is starting to be contacted by outside small tech companies with 

regard to the Cyber Security and Resilience Bill as a result of the King’s Speech.  
The companies which have contacted MPC thus far have erroneously stated that all small 
authorities are legally bound by this bill, and that MPC is not up to standard. 

a. The Clerk researched the bill and found the following: 
i. The bill had not been written as of the date of this meeting 

ii. It will only apply to larger councils who regularly receive monies (i.e., rent, 
sports hall fees, etc.) according to the Labour Government’s proposal brought 
forward at the State Opening of Parliament in July 2024. 

iii. The current security MPC has in place is sufficient. The council was reminded of 
areas of data breech and/or contamination and agreed with the clerk that the 
data held is unlikely to be contaminated, but a back-up method is in place 
should cloud servers be breeched by hackers or a disaster destroys the servers. 
 

 

   

 
 
 

The council found this to be a source of information and assurance. 

Adjournment 
Chairman Allin adjourned meeting at 18:53. 
Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday February 25 at Miserden Village Hall, 
6pm. 

Minutes approved: 

Date: 

 




