@ Minutes of Miserden Parish Council Full Meeting

Held October 28, 2025 in Miserden Village Hall at 6pm.

Present: Chairman ClIr Kevin Allin, Vice-Chair ClIr Laura Cobb, Clir Martin Ractliffe, Cllr Tim Shields.
In Attendance: Cotswold National Landscape Warden Nick Mann, Gwen Durland (as Clerk/RFO), one member of the public.
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Chairman Allin welcomed all in attendance.

Apologies accepted from Cllr Vanessa Price.

No declarations or requests for dispensation were received.

The council found this a source of information.

Minutes were approved from the July 2025 meeting.

The council found this a source of information.

No members of the public wished to speak.

Planning

Application S.25/1856/FUL Erection of a barn/stable building and associated hardstanding.

The Council discussed the application and information provided to SDC. One councillor recalled applicant
stated to the council at a regular meeting held 26/11/24 that applicant had no intentions of erecting
another building; however another councillor heard applicant state the previous change of use application
was to lay hardstanding for a potential stable block. Unfortunately, the applicant was not in attendance at
the meeting, so the Council’s comments could only be based on information contained in the application
and associated documents.

Other concerns were the number of animals stated in application which will be kept requires a larger
development than planning applied for. Access to the planned barn a concern on an already busy street
(Calf Way) known for blind hill crests and severe speeding. ClIr Ractliffe voiced concerns regarding animal
waste not addressed in application nor anything in plans regarding drainage; as site is at the head of Holy
Brook, the Council felt it imperative to find out what provisions will be put in place to ensure waste does
not enter stream.

The Council would like to ask if the applicant would be willing to sign a legal document confirming the
building in this application will not be converted to a dwelling within a reasonable time frame, such as 5-
10 years, as this area is saturated with many properties circumventing planning regulations and erecting
barns and animal shelters for the purpose of converting into Air B&B-type accommodations.

Until these questions are answered by the applicant and application is amended, the Council could not
support the application as-is.

Report from GCC & SDC CllIr, Gary Luff

e Vote next month on Unitary Council, 12th November.

e Concern enough areas are included in the divisions as well as subsidising new areas so it is divided
equally. Some departments will be downsized, perhaps fewer people in them but mostly at senior
levels. Clir Cobb asked would it be better to see one unitary council county-wide in terms of
resources. Clir Luff mentioned plans for Neighbourhood Hubs which would have around 20,000
people. After all districts have voted, the Letter of Recommendation to be sent to the ministry by
28th November.

e  Cllr Luff trying to get The Robin bus to come to the Miserden Parish. He asked if we could
encourage residents in the parish to send letters of how it could impact their lives.

e Thereis a hire scheme for E-bikes, up to three months hire for £70 per month. Money would be
given back in to participants in the form of vouchers for the bike shop in Brimscombe.

The Council found this a source of information and assurance.

Action: GD to write article in Parish Post regarding support of Robin bus and giving details of E-bike
scheme.

Report from Cotswold National Landscape Warden

Grant details were given to Council regarding trees to be given under Caring for Cotswolds initiative.
Grants from £500 to £2500.

The stile at Whiteway has been approved by the Miserden Estate and with the letters from community,
the Cotswold National Landscape have given a grant for the costs of a kissing gate to replace the stile.
The Council found this a source of information and assurance.

Amendment to Standing Orders

The amendment to add a specific procedure of election of chair and vice chair to the Council each year
was approved.
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The Council found this a source of assurance.

Action: GD to amend Standing Orders and document and update website.

HR Training

Clir Cobb gave an update on the HR training she and ClIr Price attended and thoroughly recommended all
councillors attend training regardless of previous employment/HR experience as it was fresh information
and particular to a small parish. She recommended forming an HR Committee within the council as
employees need someone to go to for concerns and estimated perhaps two or three other councillors
besides herself could be on committee. Information on HMRC statutory payment each month for clerk
home working expenses emphasised at the training. Research to be done to determine if this is ‘best
practise’ or ‘statutory’.

The council found this a source of information and assurance.

Action: LC to find out official rule regarding payment of home working expenses and how far back to pay
as the clerk has not been paid for such since starting employment.

Highways

Highways to cutback verge between Miserden and Whiteway. A working party will be needed to clear
away trimmings. Warden Mann to see if volunteers will do clean up.

The Council thanked Warden Mann for his offer of help and found the information a source of assurance.
Fibre Optic Broadband

Clir Ractliffe reported that Sudgrove residents received letters from Gigaclear alerting them of plans to lay
fibre optic line and connect the hamlet of Sudgrove. Monitoring of installation of fibre optic cable will
need to be done in conjunction with Highways department as the roads are quite narrow. Concern
because the road has been recently paved and residents are not keen to have it dug up for fibre optic
cable.

The Council found this a source of information but also concern.

20 mph Group Application

Clir Luff reported that the group application between parishes for 20 mph zones through the heart of
villages is in the works. Any hamlets who have not already expressed interest may still do so by emailing
Cllr Luff.

Clir Ractliffe reported the junction in Sudgrove lines have not been repainted by Highways. FixMyStreet
report to be submitted by Clir Ractliffe. Also gully cleaning in Sudgrove needing to be done.

The Council found this a source of assurance.

Calf Way/The Camp

Speeding issues through The Camp will be discussed at meeting on 4th November with Highways
manager Paul Helbrow, Clir Gary Luff and ClIr Cobb attending. Clir Shields requested additional topics to
be discussed at the meeting such as the Give Way sign at Wishanger and the signs at Withybed Lane.
Other items will be emailed to the clerk by councillors.

The council found this a source of assurance.

Action: Clerk to add road signs to meeting agenda and forward to Paul Helbrow.

The Clay Piece

Clir Cobb spoke with the farmer at the Clay Piece who was happy and amenable regarding fixing the issue
of flooding from the field. He stated he is trying to turn over the field in a manner which might help the
situation at present but more work will need to be done. Drain noted outside the clay piece needing to be
cleared by Highways.

Action: Clerk to report clogged drain on FixMyStreet.

Finance Report

Finance report and a list of expenditures supplied to council and approved, attached hereto.

The council received the 2026/27 draft budget as created by the Budget Committee for discussion.

Clir Shields requested a more detailed explanation of variances.

The council found this a source of information and moved to vote on budget at November’s meeting.
Action: RFO to clarify budget.

Chairman adjourned meeting at 19:33

The next meeting will take place in Whiteway Colony Hall on Tuesday, 25th November 2025 at 6:00 PM.

This is a true and accurate record of the
meeting as determined by the Council and
signed by the chairman
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