
Minutes of the Extraordinary Planning Meeting 
Held 22 August, 2022 
Miserden Village Hall 

 

Council present: Chairman Martin Ractliffe, Vice-Chairman Kevin Allin, Cllr Gideon Duberly, Cllr 
Richard Dangerfield, Cllr Laura Cobb, County Cllr Sue Williams. 

In attendance: Gwen Durland (Parish Clerk), members of the public. 
Apologies: SDC Cllr Julie Job. 

1. Chairman Ractliffe welcomed the council and members of the public. 
2. Declaration of Interest given by County Cllr Sue Williams, who declared her attendance was only to 

support residents of The Camp and the Parish Council. No-one opposed Cllr Williams’ presence or 
comments. 

3. Comments logged at Community Meeting on 18/08/22 and submitted to the clerk via post were read 
aloud by the clerk.  

4. Statements from the public not already addressed were given additional time. 
5. Planning applications 

a. S.22/1714/FUL - Construction of Farm Building - Phase 1 
Miserden Parish Council voted unanimously on 22/08/22 to OBJECT to this application for the 
following reasons: 1. Withybed Lane, where the proposed entrance is located in the plans, cannot 
sustain the farm traffic safely as it is a single-track lane, with very few passing areas. 2. The Parish 
Council has confirmed with the current owner of the land, that historically he and his father, 
(dec'd) did not use this lane to enter the field because they felt it would be unsafe for the farmers, 
passing motorists, pedestrians, and residents. 3. Gloucestershire Highways has posted signage 
against long vehicles on either end of this lane; the proposal for intensively farmed cattle would 
require articulated lorries carrying in and away calves, cows, water, feed, and hay. Intensive cattle 
farms are a 24-hour a day operation, requiring farmers' accommodation, none of which are in the 
plans. Furthermore, lorries have consistently caused damage to houses and walls on corners 
where the lane meets Calf Way, demonstrating the unsuitability. Note: The proposed entrance has 
been, until recently, a damaged portion of the wall, not used as an entrance for farm equipment. It 
is noted that since initial application, WORK HAS BEGUN to remove a section of stone wall to make 
an entrance as suggested on the plans prior to SDC approval, thus unlawful. 4. The housing 
development built ca. 1997-1998, The Spinney, had plans rejected when the proposed drive would 
have been to Withybed Lane, subsequently relocating the cul-de-sac entrance to Calf Lane. The 
Council feels this set a precedent.  
5. No environmental studies have been carried out. This is a known nursery area for the 
endangered horseshoe bat, and erecting new buildings in their flight path will have detrimental 
effects on the population. 6. There have been no studies to suggest the soakaway proposed is 
suitable for this site. The council feels this is poorly planned and unsuitable. 
Action: Clerk to make comments on Planning Portal reflecting the Council’s decision. 

 
b. S.22/1715/FUL - Construction of Farm Building - Straw Barn 

Miserden Parish Council voted unanimously on 22/08/22 to OBJECT to this application for the 
following reasons: 1. Withybed Lane, where the proposed entrance is located in the plans, cannot 
sustain the farm traffic safely as it is a single track lane, with very few passing areas. It is too 
dangerous to increase the farm traffic in an area where near misses and accidents happen 
regularly. 2. Straw would need to be transported to this shed, as the field is not used to grow it. 
Therefore additional traffic and CO2 emissions are required to stock the shed. Miserden Parish 
Council supports Stroud District Council's Master Plan to decrease carbon emissions and become 



carbon neutral. Additional lorries and farm equipment running on diesel or red fuel will NOT 
support the plan. 3. Gloucestershire Highways has posted signage against long vehicles on either 
end of this lane; furthermore, lorries have consistently caused damage to houses and walls on 
corners where the lane meets Calf Way, demonstrating the unsuitability. Note: The proposed 
entrance has been, until recently, a damaged portion of the wall, not used as an entrance for farm 
equipment. It is noted that since initial application, WORK HAS BEGUN to remove a section of 
stone wall to make an entrance as suggested on the plans prior to SDC approval, thus unlawful. 
Action: Clerk to make comments on Planning Portal reflecting the Council’s decision. 
 

c. S.22/1717/FUL - Construction of Farm Building - Phase 2 
Miserden Parish Council voted unanimously on 22/08/22 to OBJECT to this application for the 
following reasons: 1. Withybed Lane, where the proposed entrance is located in the plans, cannot 
sustain the farm traffic safely as it is a single track lane, with very few passing areas. 2. The Parish 
Council has confirmed with the current owner of the land, that historically he and his father, 
(dec'd) did not use this lane to enter the field because they felt it would be unsafe for the farmers, 
passing motorists, pedestrians, and residents. 3. Gloucestershire Highways has posted signage 
against long vehicles on either end of this lane; the proposal for intensively farmed cattle would 
require articulated lorries carrying in and away calves, cows, water, feed, and hay. Intensive cattle 
farms are a 24-hour a day operation, requiring farmers' accommodation, none of which are in the 
plans. Furthermore, lorries have consistently caused damage to houses and walls on corners 
where the lane meets Calf Way, demonstrating the unsuitability. Note: The proposed entrance has 
been, until recently, a damaged portion of the wall, not used as an entrance for farm equipment. It 
is noted that since initial application, WORK HAS BEGUN to remove a section of stone wall to make 
an entrance as suggested on the plans prior to SDC approval, thus unlawful. 4. The housing 
development built ca. 1997-1998, The Spinney, had plans rejected when the proposed drive would 
have been to Withybed Lane, subsequently relocating the cul-de-sac entrance to Calf Lane. The 
Council feels this set a precedent. 5. No environmental studies have been carried out. This is a 
known nursery area for the endangered horseshoe bat, and erecting new buildings in their flight 
path will have detrimental effects on the population. 6. There have been no studies to suggest the 
soakaway proposed is suitable for this site. The council feels this is poorly planned and unsuitable. 
Action: Clerk to make comments on Planning Portal reflecting the Council’s decision. 
 

 
Council adjourned 9:05pm. 

 

 


